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13th September 2021 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome to Year 1!  It has been fabulous meeting the children this week and they are really beginning to settle in 
and adjust well to life in a new classroom setting.  

 
This half term our first week back is Getting to Know Each Other Week’ and will focus on finding out about each 
other and what happens in the school day and the classroom rules & routines. We will also be learning about self-
belief and the power of Yet!  Through this week’s class text, The Dot. Following our welcome Week, our ‘All About 
Me’ topic will be investigating what our bodies are made up of and how we can move them in different ways. We will 
be looking at how we can look after our bodies through healthy eating and exercise.  We will also be looking at how 
we have changed over time; what we can do now that we couldn’t do when we were younger. We will finish the 
topic by learning what we would all like to be when we grow up. 
 
Staffing 
The Year 1 team consists of Mrs Farcinsen as the main class teacher, Mrs Martin as Monday afternoon cover teacher, 
Mr Scadgell as the classroom TA and Mrs Northey as 1:1 Learning Support. 
 
English 
In English, we will offer continuous opportunities for the children to practise their writing skills with independent and 
teacher led activities. Using a range of different writing strategies, each child will be guided through these early 
stages of writing to ensure they are challenged but supported. We will be paying particular attention to letter 
formation and introducing joined handwriting and basic sentence structure, with the use of capital letters and full 
stops. 
 
In Phonics, we will be revising the first 42 graphemes and tricky words with daily reading and writing activities and 
games. Our phonics journey will then continue following the Jolly Phonics program, which introduces new sounds 
weekly. In addition, the Year 1 word bank will be taught and applied alongside daily phonics and recall of reading. 
Alongside this, we will add to Google Classroom a list of words that follow our Year 1 spelling focus for the children 
to practice reading and writing through ‘look, cover, write, check’ 
 
Maths 
In Maths, we will be learning about number and place value where will we be practicing counting objects to 30 and 
reading, comparing and ordering numbers to 30. We will then move onto identifying 2D and 3D shapes before 
learning to recognize domino/dice arrays without counting to support our visual recall of number. 
 
P.E 
PE will be on a Monday and a Tuesday, rain or shine each week, so please ensure children have their indoor and 
outdoor PE kits and a plastic bag for their muddy shoes. For outdoor PE, the children will need plimsolls or trainers, 
plain navy blue or black shorts/jogging bottoms, plain white or light blue t-shirt and a blue sweatshirt. For indoor PE, 
the children will need navy blue/black shorts, plain white or light blue t-shirt and will go barefoot, unless they need 
to wear plimsolls. Earrings will need to be removed for PE or covered by tape 
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Reading Helpers Needed 
Once we have settled into the term, we would like to aim for the children to read with an adult in school, 2/3 times 
per week. We would therefore, be very grateful to anyone who could spare some time to hear some readers and 
help us in achieving or surpassing our target. Daily reading aloud to an adult helps children make more rapid progress 
in all areas of the curriculum. 

 
Homework 
Homework will be sent by Parent Mail and Google Classroom on a Mondays and is to be completed by Friday. Each 
week, the expectation will be as follows; 
 

- Read with your child each day and write a comment in your child’s Reading Record. 
- Practise your spellings each day using ‘look, say. Cover, write, check.  
- Play the Maths game allocated to your Active Learn Account.  
- Complete the task set in the Abacus Workbook. These are currently on order and will       be issued as 
soon as they arrive. 
 
 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us via Google classroom or arrange a time to 
talk after school. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mrs Farcinsen, Mr Scadgell & Mrs Northey. 


